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Resumo 

: The Inventory of Father 
Involvement (IFI) was developed 
to examine paternal involvement 
among men with children from 5 to 
10 years of age. However, father 
involvement affects child 
development starting in the child’s 
infancy. In Brazil, a revised version 
of the instrument (called the IFI-
BR-27) was developed to use with 
fathers of children in a wider age 
group (2 to 10 years). Thus, in this 
study we aimed to investigate 
evidence for validity of this revised 
version based on internal 
structure, measurement 



  

  

invariance, and evidence of 
convergent validity. For this 
purpose, 572 Brazilian fathers 
completed a sociodemographic 
questionnaire, the IFI-BR-27, and 
either the Father Engagement 
Questionnaire (FEQ; for fathers of 
children in early childhood 
education settings) or the 
Inventory of Parenting Practices 
(IPP; for fathers of children in 
elementary school). Results of 
confirmatory factor analyses 
indicated the plausibility of a 
second-order internal structure for 
the IFI-BR-27 (χ 2 / df = 3.526; CFI 
= .937; TLI = .929; RMSEA = 
.066). Composite reliability for the 
nine factors varied from .65 to .84. 
Invariance analyses indicated that 
the structure is independent of the 
child’s educational setting. 
Evidence of convergent validity 
was also found ( r = .67 – FEQ; r = 
.58 – IPP). Therefore, the IFI-BR-
27 is an adequate tool to assess 
the quality of father involvement 
for fathers of children in preschool 
or elementary school. The IFI-BR-
27 can contribute to further 
scientific research, aiding in 
longitudinal studies, as well as 
helping professionals to evaluate 
and encourage specific 
dimensions of father involvement. 
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