
  

  

Tipo Periódico 

Título 
Investigating the acquiescent 
responding impact in empathy 
measures 

Autores 

Magarotto Machado, 
Gisele;Hauck-Filho, Nelson;Pallini, 
Ana Celi;Dias-Viana, João 
Lucas;Santana, Leilane Henriette 
Barreto Chiappetta;da Silva, 
Cristina Aparecida Nunes 
Medeiros;Valentini, Felipe; 

Autor(es) USF Valentini, Felipe 

Autores Internacionais  

Programa Curso(s) 
Programa de Pós Graduação 
Stricto Sensu em Psicologia 

DOI 10.1080/15305058.2024.2364170 

Assunto (palavras chaves)  

Idioma Inglês 

Fonte 

Título do periódico: International 
Journal of Testing 
ISSN: : 1530-5058 
Volume/Número/Paginação/Ano: 
24 277-301 2026 

Data da publicação 21-6-2024 

Formato da Produção Impresso 

Resumo 

Our primary objective was to 
examine the impact of acquiescent 
responding on empathy measures. 
We selected the Affective and 
Cognitive Measure of Empathy 
(ACME) as the measure for this 
case study due to its 
composition—the affective 
dissonance scale consists solely 
of items that are semantically 
reversed relative to the empathy 
construct, while the resonance 



  

  

scale comprises mostly 
semantically positive items—which 
raises questions about whether 
the distinction between resonance 
and dissonance factors is 
authentic or merely an effect of 
acquiescence. Utilizing data from 
2,489 Brazilian adults, we 
explored ACME’s factor structure 
by testing various models, both 
with and without acquiescence 
control. We also examined the 
invariance of model parameters, 
including those for acquiescence, 
across self-reported sex and 
assessed the influence of 
acquiescence on the associations 
between ACME’s factors and 
external measures. Our findings 
indicated that while acquiescence 
does affect ACME, the resonance 
and dissonance factors are not 
exclusively a result of this bias. 
Nevertheless, it was demonstrated 
that both the items and their 
associations with external 
measures are significantly 
impacted by acquiescence. These 
results underscore the crucial 
need to account for response 
biases in empathy evaluations and 
in other psychological assessment 
measures. 
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